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Near North opice

Hot restaurant scene complements boom in residential buﬂding

ere theres smoke
there’s fire, and pres-
enty the fire is on the
back of my paiate,
courtesy of the “Flores de Jaiba" appe-
tizer at Salpicon, 1252 N. Wells Si., in
Old Town.

The dish consists of fresh squash
Dblassoms siuffed with jumbo bive
crabmeat and avocado mousse, served
with a spicy chipotle cream sauce and
garnished with frizzled beets. Luckily
there is a glass of chilled Penfolds Re-
serve Eden Valley Reisling (2001) with-
in arms reach. After a few sips — okay,
gulps —1send a warning to my dining
parmer. [ hold my hand above the dish
and point downward: “This is hot.”

T may as well be pointing to the
ground beneath the restauram becase
the Near North Side, which Salpicon
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calis home, is as they say south of the
border, muy caliente,

Next door, RDM Developmen re-
cently built two new condo towers, the
sold-out 95-unit Meapolitan and the
88-unit Venetian, which a1 press time
had just one unit remaining for sale.
Just west ol there, MCL Companies is
selling new townhauses priced from
the $680s and single-family homes in
the $1 million range at Old Town Vil-
lage, in the shadows of the Chicago
Housing Authoritys remaining Cabri-
ni-Green highrises.

At press time, New Homes counted
16 new highrise developmenis under-
way throughout the Near North Side,
ranging from the 758-unit Trump Tow-
er, just north of the Loop, to Smithfield
Developments 46-unit boutique high-
rise at 30 W. Oak, in the Gold Coast.
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Virtually every comer of the Near
North Side — from the once-industrial
blocks around Kingsbury and Chicago,
on the edge of Cabrini-Green, o the
former dacks of River East to the 1ony
streets of the long-setiled Gold Coast
- is in demand among home buyers.
The lormer Momgomery Ward & Co.
headquarters, 500 W. Superior, is now
the chic Montgomery, 3 243-unit conda
conversion with units priced up to $2
million, and even the sprawling Wards
catalogue building, the behemoth that
hugs the curve of the river at Chicago
Avenue, has been converted into huxu-
7y lofts as well as office and retail space.

That mixed-use project, called “Do-
main,” also happens to be the site of
one of the hottest restaurant openings
in the city in recent memory, at Jap-
onais, 6800 W. Chicago Ave., a two-level

affair serving a fusion of French and
Japanese cuisine.

There have been dozens of similar
openings in recent years on the Near
North Side, celebrating the birth of
high-quality, independently operated,
chef-driven restaurants — the kinds
of places thay earn reputations across
the country and get featured in glossy
magazines. They increasingly count as
an important factor in Chicago’ status
as a world-class city, and more impor-
tnt for their growing base of neigh-
borhood patrons, they have made the
Near North Side one of the most livable
paris of Chicago.

Condos and cuisine

But what is the relationship between
the upscale eateries and residential
development on the Near North Side?

There’s no doubt that commercial and
residential development can be com-
plementary, and on the Near Norih
Side, both cerainly comribute to May-
or Richard Daleys stated goal of a *24-
hour dowmiown.” But how does onc
really affect the other?

“When we opened Saiko, our third
sestaurant in the South Loop, | remem-
ber the condo people saying, There
are these great restaurmnts right here,™

continued on page 4.

ABOVE: Bartender Jules Webie kills sever
birds - or shots ~ with ane pour at Funk
Groove Bar, 5 W. Division S1.

RIGHT: The new Sofite) Chicago Water
Tower raised the bar {or style and
sophistication on the Near North Side
with a dazzling design by French architect
Jean Paul Viguier.






